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SaskPower is also claiming that the
project will need at least a year of sta-
ble operation to prove the technical op-
eration and the economics of the
project, which would aid in deter-
mining commercial viability.
SaskPower has announced it will not
be able to make an informed decision
about carbon capture sequestration
until 2018. Yet the EPA here in the
United States of America is demanding
that all U.S. coal-fired generation in-
dustry implement this technology now.
That is what I have said all along: If it
is not obtainable, which it has not
been—we have not spent the money
trying to develop this technology, and
it hasn’t worked—shouldn’t we at least
make sure it works before we force a
complete overhaul of the system or
people to meet standards that are
unobtainable.

These recent revelations prove that
CCS 1is still technically unproven and
still potentially damaging in a power-
plant application. Therefore, it is fool-
ish for this administration to require it
now for new U.S. coal plants.

Last week I wrote a letter to Admin-
istrator McCarthy about these reports
because forcing coal to meet standards
when experts know that the required
technology is not adequately dem-
onstrated on a commercial scale makes
absolutely no sense at all. Instead, I
believe the EPA should scrap this im-
possible-to-meet rule or amend it to re-
quire advanced technology that has ac-
tually been implemented which would
offer improved environmental perform-
ance and is commercially viable.

For the administration, this rule is
more about desirability rather than
feasibility, with little regard for rising
consumer prices, the effects on jobs,
and the impact on the reliability of our
electric grid.

This administration thinks the coun-
try can do without coal. I will simply
tell my colleagues this: They are in
total denial. They might not like it,
they might not want it, but it is built
into the plan for the next 20 to 30
years. They have flat out ignored their
own data that says that coal will
produce more than 30 percent of our
electricity through 2040.

It is completely contradictory that
the EPA continues to impose unreason-
able and unattainable rules in an at-
tempt to regulate coal into extinction.
The people who suffer are hard-working
West Virginians and consumers across
this great country. If these regulations
go into effect, no new coal plants could
begin new operations, more Americans
would lose their jobs, and economic un-
certainty would grow.

The Nation’s coal-fired powerplants
currently have an average age of 45
years, the average age of all coal plants
in America today, which produce close
to 40 percent of our power. Many will
need to be replaced in the near future,
and regulations that prohibit building
new coal-fired powerplants can soon be-
come a serious issue for the Nation’s
electricity grid and the reliability we
all depend upon.
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Although the Energy Information
Administration—the EIA—within the
Department of Energy still projects 37
percent of electricity generation will
come from coal in 2040—I remind you,
this administration that has put to-
gether rules that are unattainable and
unreasonable is saying they are still
going to need 37 percent of the elec-
tricity this country will need by 2040
from coal. The currently operating
plants, without new additions, will av-
erage 65 years of age by that time. If
nothing is done, these plants are aver-
aging 65 years of age to produce the
type of power this country needs. The
history of coal plant operations al-
ready tells us coal plants at that age
will not achieve the levels of hours of
reliable operation required to meet the
2040 forecast.

The coal industry must be allowed to
add the new coal-fired powerplant addi-
tions, such as the ultra-supercritical,
which we know is technology that
works. We know it works, but this is
not the direction they are going. They
are putting something that is unat-
tainable in place. That is why we need
to block this plan, the Clean Power
Plan, that the President has brought
before us because it cannot be attained
and we are going to be in a deficit.

There is no doubt this President’s
agenda has already had a crushing im-
pact on my State of West Virginia and
other energy States around the coun-
try. We have to say enough is enough.
In West Virginia we want clean air, we
want clean water, and we are doing ev-
erything humanly possible. We have
cleaned up the environment more in
the last two decades than ever before.

If you look around the world, there is
more coal being burned than has ever
been burned before. The United States
burns less than 1 billion tons of coal a
year. Over 7 billion tons of coal are
being burned elsewhere in the world,
with 4 billion tons being burned just in
China. I would venture to say nobody is
meeting the standards that we are re-
quired to here for the technology that
is going to be needed to be attained.

I will continue to explore all avail-
able options to prevent these unattain-
able regulations from impacting the
State of West Virginia and the United
States.

I would ask the President—this ad-
ministration—to work with us to find
and develop the technology that would
allow us to use a product that we have
in abundance in this country—which is
coal—in the cleanest fashion. We can
then export that technology around
the world to clean up the overall envi-
ronment and to help the environment
around the globe.

Right now Congress needs to move
forward to stop these rules that are
crippling our energy production, jeop-
ardizing the energy grid, and putting
our workers out of good-paying jobs. I
urge all my colleagues to support these
resolutions that are put forward today
when we vote.

Thank you.

November 17, 2015

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:17 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. PORTMAN).

———

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL OF A RULE SUB-
MITTED BY THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY—
Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to address the Sen-
ate as in morning business and that I
be allowed to speak without a time
limit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Arizona is recog-
nized.

ISIL

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, it has
been more than 1 year since President
Obama spoke to the Nation about the
threat posed by ISIL and escalated U.S.
military operations against it. The
goal at that time, the President said,
was to degrade and destroy ISIL. One
year ago, the goal was to degrade and
destroy ISIL. It is impossible to look
at where we are today and claim that
the President’s strategy is succeeding
or that it is likely to succeed on any-
thing approaching an acceptable time-
table and level of risk.

No one should take this as a criti-
cism of the men and women in uniform,
as well as their civilian counterparts in
the field, who are doing the best they
can under the strategic and operational
constraints they face, especially in the
face of the White House’s desire to re-
visit the Vietnam war tactics and to
micromanage the military’s campaign.

It is not that we have done nothing
against ISIL; it is that there is no com-
pelling reason to believe anything we
are doing will be sufficient to destroy
ISIL. Thousands of airstrikes against
ISIL’s targets have conjured the illu-
sion of progress, but they have pro-
duced little in the way of decisive bat-
tlefield effects.

I noted with some interest that we
provided some targeting for the
French, who carried out airstrikes. I
wonder why we hadn’t done any of that
in the last year.

ISIL continues to dominate Sunni
Arab areas in the world, in both Iraq
and Syria, and efforts to reclaim major
population centers in those areas, such
as Mosul, have stalled, to say the least.
Meanwhile, ISIL continues to expand
globally. It is now operating in Afghan-
istan, Yemen, Libya, Lebanon, and
Egypt, and other radical Islamist
groups, such as Boko Haram in Nigeria
and al-Shabaab in Somalia, have
pledged allegiance to ISIL. This ap-
pearance of success only enhances
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